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Since its first appearance fifteen years ago, Why Parties? has become essential reading for anyone wishing to
understand the nature of American political parties. In the interim, the party system has undergone some
radical changes. In this landmark book, now rewritten for the new millennium, John H. Aldrich goes beyond
the clamor of arguments over whether American political parties are in resurgence or decline and undertakes
a wholesale reexamination of the foundations of the American party system.

Surveying critical episodes in the development of American political parties—from their formation in the
1790s to the Civil War—Aldrich shows how they serve to combat three fundamental problems of
democracy: how to regulate the number of people seeking public office, how to mobilize voters, and how to
achieve and maintain the majorities needed to accomplish goals once in office. Aldrich brings this innovative
account up to the present by looking at the profound changes in the character of political parties since World
War II, especially in light of ongoing contemporary transformations, including the rise of the Republican
Party in the South, and what those changes accomplish, such as the Obama Health Care plan. Finally, Why
Parties? A Second Look offers a fuller consideration of party systems in general, especially the two-party
system in the United States, and explains why this system is necessary for effective democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago Studies in
American Politics). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago Studies in American Politics). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Leona Ferretti:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) to read.

Keith Cochran:

This Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago Studies in American Politics) are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Emma Lavigne:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Why Parties?: A Second Look
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book Why Parties?: A Second Look (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can



to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their
time.
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