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The true story of the first Jewish immigrants to the New World, their private society and stunning
success, and their lasting impact on contemporary America

In 1654, twenty-three Jewish families arrived in New Amsterdam (now New York) aboard a French
privateer. They were the Sephardim, members of a proud orthodox sect that had served as royal advisors and
honored professionals under Moorish rule in Spain and Portugal but were then exiled from their homeland by
intolerant monarchs. A small, closed, and intensely private community, the Sephardim soon established
themselves as businessmen and financiers, earning great wealth. They became powerful forces in society,
with some, like banker Haym Salomon, even providing financial support to George Washington’s army
during the American Revolution.
 
Yet despite its major role in the birth and growth of America, this extraordinary group has remained virtually
impenetrable and unknowable to outsiders. From author of “Our Crowd” Stephen Birmingham, The
Grandees delves into the lives of the Sephardim and their historic accomplishments, illuminating the
insulated world of these early Americans. Birmingham reveals how these families, with descendants
including poet Emma Lazarus, Barnard College founder Annie Nathan Meyer, and Supreme Court Justice
Benjamin N. Cardozo, influenced—and continue to influence—American society.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

The book The Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Grandees: America's Sephardic
Elite? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Farley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite
is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Burton Zinn:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Lamar Carr:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the The Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite when you desired it?
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