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There are no ugly women, only lazy ones.
—Helena Rubinstein

In this fascinating, meticulously researched romp through the annals of the beauty industry, New York Times
patents columnist Teresa Riordan throws back the curtain on a century of shrewd, canny women who have
knowingly deployed artifice in a ceaseless battle to captivate the inherently roving eye of the male.

When it comes to the opposite sex, males from many species are easily deceived. Male fireflies will flirt with
flashlights. So is it any surprise that the male of the human species has been fooled by lips painted cherry red
and breasts built up into silicone summits? Riordan explores that strange intersection of science, fashion, and
business where beauty is engineered and finds that, for generations, social trends and technological
innovations have fueled a nonstop assembly line of potions and contraptions that women have
enthusiastically put to use in the quest for feminine flawlessness.

We learn why the first lipsticks were orange. Why respectable women used the first vibrators not just for
naughtiness but also to eradicate their wrinkles. Why the bustle started small but ultimately grew so
impressive that a proper lady could balance an entire tea service on her rump. And why, but for mascara,
Greta Garbo might have been just another chunky Swede with bad teeth.

Beauty inventions, Teresa Riordan has found, can put the resourceful and the imaginative on an even playing
field with the congenitally beautiful. Countless women have pushed, pulled, tweezed, squeezed, and
spackled themselves into synthetic loveliness. Inventing Beauty is a delightful history of that noble effort,
from head to tail.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have Made Us
Beautiful had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The publication Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have
Made Us Beautiful is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have Made Us Beautiful. You never
really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

George Oneal:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Inventing Beauty: A History of the
Innovations that Have Made Us Beautiful is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Georgia Hernandez:

The publication untitled Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have Made Us Beautiful is the
publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have Made
Us Beautiful from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Pamela Pinkham:

This Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have Made Us Beautiful is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Inventing Beauty: A History of the Innovations that Have Made Us Beautiful in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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