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Providing new insight on the intellectual and cultural dimensions of the Cold War, Michael Latham reveals
how social science theory helped shape American foreign policy during the Kennedy administration. He
shows how, in the midst of America's protracted struggle to contain communism in the developing world, the
concept of global modernization moved beyond its beginnings in academia to become a motivating ideology
behind policy decisions.

After tracing the rise of modernization theory in American social science, Latham analyzes the way its core
assumptions influenced the Kennedy administration's Alliance for Progress with Latin America, the creation
of the Peace Corps, and the strategic hamlet program in Vietnam. But as he demonstrates, modernizers went
beyond insisting on the relevance of America's experience to the dilemmas faced by impoverished countries.
Seeking to accelerate the movement of foreign societies toward a liberal, democratic, and capitalist
modernity, Kennedy and his advisers also reiterated a much deeper sense of their own nation's vital strengths
and essential benevolence. At the height of the Cold War, Latham argues, modernization recast older
ideologies of Manifest Destiny and imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Bernstein:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Modernization as Ideology: American Social
Science and "Nation Building" in the Kennedy Era (The New Cold War History) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jeremy Jones:

The publication with title Modernization as Ideology: American Social Science and "Nation Building" in the
Kennedy Era (The New Cold War History) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Michael Nunn:

The particular book Modernization as Ideology: American Social Science and "Nation Building" in the
Kennedy Era (The New Cold War History) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.

June Slater:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Modernization as
Ideology: American Social Science and "Nation Building" in the Kennedy Era (The New Cold War History).
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