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The original impulse for groups to separate from society and establish communities of their own was
religious. Though the religious side of this drive toward separation remains strong, the last two centuries
have seen the appearance of secular communities with a socialist or anarchist orientation. In The Communal
Experience, nominated for a National Book Award in 1973, Laurence Veysey explores the close
resemblances between the secular and religious forms of cultural radicalism through intensive observation of
four little-known communities.

Veysey compares the history of secular communities such as the early Ferrer Colony and Modern School, of
Shelton, New Jersey, with contemporary anarchist communities in New York, Vermont, and New Mexico.
Religious communes—"Communities of Discipline"—such as the Vedanta monasteries of the early
twentieth century are compared with contemporary mystical communities in New Mexico. Distinctions
between the anarchist and the mystical groups are most obvious from their approach to communal life. As
Veysey shows, anarchist communities are loose, unstructured, voluntaristic; the mystics establish more rigid
life-styles, focus on spiritual leaders, and hold community a secondary goal to self-realization. In a new
preface written for this Phoenix Edition, he describes his return to a New Mexican mystical community and
the changes that have occurred in the six years since his last visit.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in
Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book). Try to face the book The Communal Experience: Anarchist and
Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) as your pal. It means that it can to be
your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Bethany Hall:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical
Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The Communal Experience:
Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kevin Ortiz:

Beside this particular The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth
Century America (Phoenix Book) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book
along with read it from now!

Elizabeth Black:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,



except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Communal
Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book).
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