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How did the Romans build and maintain one of the most powerful and stable empires in the history of the
world? This illuminating book draws on the literature, especially the historiography, composed by the
members of the elite who conducted Roman foreign affairs. From this evidence, Susan P. Mattern
reevaluates the roots, motivations, and goals of Roman imperial foreign policy especially as that policy
related to warfare. In a major reinterpretation of the sources, Rome and the Enemy shows that concepts of
national honor, fierce competition for status, and revenge drove Roman foreign policy, and though different
from the highly rationalizing strategies often attributed to the Romans, dictated patterns of response that
remained consistent over centuries.

Mattern reconstructs the world view of the Roman decision-makers, the emperors, and the elite from which
they drew their advisers. She discusses Roman conceptions of geography, strategy, economics, and the
influence of traditional Roman values on the conduct of military campaigns. She shows that these leaders
were more strongly influenced by a traditional, stereotyped perception of the enemy and a drive to avenge
insults to their national honor than by concepts of defensible borders. In fact, the desire to enforce an image
of Roman power was a major policy goal behind many of their most brutal and aggressive campaigns.

Rome and the Enemy provides a fascinating look into the Roman mind in addition to a compelling
reexamination of Roman conceptions of warfare and national honor. The resulting picture creates a new
understanding of Rome's long mastery of the Mediterranean world.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

The book Rome and the Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Rome and the
Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Rome and the Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

John Hickman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Rome and the
Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Rome and the Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principateis the
main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world within this book.

Carol Johnson:

The book Rome and the Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
study, this book very suited to you. The book Rome and the Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Joel Peterson:

This Rome and the Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Rome and the
Enemy: Imperial Strategy in the Principate can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-



book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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