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Winner of the Bancroft Prize, the Lillian Smith Book Award, the Mississippi Historical Society McLemore
Prize, the Herbert G. Gutman Prize and the Gustavus Myers Center for Study of Human Rights Outstanding
Book Prize. For decades the most racially repressive state in the nation fought bitterly and violently to
maintain white supremacy. John Dittmer traces the monumental battle waged by civil rights organizations
and by local people, particularly courageous members of the black communities who were willing to put
their lives on the line to establish basic human rights for all citizens of the state. Local People tells the whole
grim story in depth for the first time, from the unsuccessful attempts of black World War II veterans to
register to vote to the seating of a civil rights-oriented Mississippi delegation at the 1968 Democratic
National Convention. Particularly dramatic - and heartrending - is Dittmer's account of the tumultuous
decade of the sixties: the freedom rides of 1961, which resulted in the imprisonment at Parchman of dozens
of participants; the violent reactions to protests in McComb and Jackson and to vote registration drives in
Greenwood and other cities; the riot in Oxford when James Meredith enrolled at Ole Miss; the cowardly
murder of longtime leader Medger Evers; and the brutal Klan lynchings of civil rights workers James
Chaney, Michael Schwerner, and Andrew Goodman during the Freedom Summer of 1964. Dittmer looks
closely at the policies and actions of the Kennedy administration, which, bowing to Mississippi's powerful
senators John Stennis and James Eastland, refused to intervene even in the face of obvious collusion among
local officials and vigilantes. Through oral history accounts readers will come to know many of the local
people and grass-roots organizers who worked, and in some cases gave their lives, for the cause of civil
rights. Among those whose stories are told are Fannie Lou Hamer, the Sunflower County sharecropper who
helped found the Mississippi Freedom Democratic party; Victoria Gray and Annie Devine, who with Mrs.
Hamer challenged the seating of Mississippi's congressional delegation in 1965; Bob Moses of SNCC, the
most significant "outsider" in the movement; Hollis Watkins, a SNCC field secretary from southwest
Mississippi; and Dave Dennis, a freedom rider from New Orleans who became CORE's Mississippi field
secretary in 1962. In the final chapter, Dittmer charts the transformative strength of the Mississippi
movement while pointing out the limitations of its hard-earned reforms. If black Mississippians did not
achieve all their goals, he reminds us, they nonetheless managed to bring about extraordinary changes in a
state that had been locked in the caste system for nearly a century. John Dittmer, a professor of history at
DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana, is the author of Black Georgia in the Progressive Era, 1900-1920.
From 1967 to 1979 he taught history at Tougaloo College in Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Local People: The Struggle for Civil
Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suitable book with you?

Peter Wright:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in
Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wesley McFarland:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi
(Blacks in the New World) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Dorothy Delarosa:

This Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi (Blacks in the New World) can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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