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The church of Jesus Christ finds itself at a very unique moment in history. The average Christian living in
the “economically advanced countries” enjoys a level of prosperity that has been unimaginable for most of
human history.  At the same time, over 2.5 billion people in the Majority World (Africa, Asia, and Latin
America) live on less than $2 per day, with many of these people being Christians.  Ironically, it is amongst
the “least of these” in the Global South that the global church is experiencing the most rapid growth.

All of this raises profound challenges to the global church.  How can churches and missionaries in the
Majority World effectively address the devastating poverty both inside their congregations and just outside
their doors? How can churches in the economically advanced countries effectively partner with Global South
churches in this process?  The very integrity of the global church’s testimony is at stake, for where God’s
people reside, there should be no poverty (Deuteronomy 15:4; Acts 4:34).

For the past several decades, microfinance (MF) and microenterprise development (MED) have been the
leading approaches to poverty alleviation. MF/MED is a set of interventions that allow households to better
manage their finances and start small businesses. From remote churches in rural Africa to the short-term
missions programs of mega-churches in the United States, churches and missionaries have taken the plunge
into MF/MED, trying to emulate the apparent success of large-scale relief and development organizations.
Unfortunately, most churches and missionaries find this to be far more difficult than they had imagined.
Repayment rates on loans are low and churches typically end up with struggling programs that require
ongoing financial subsidies. Everybody gets hurt in the process: donors, relief and development agencies,
churches and missionaries, and--most importantly—the poor people themselves.

This book explains the basic principles for successfully utilizing microfinance in ministry. Drawing on best
practice research and their own pioneering work with the Chalmers Center, Brian Fikkert and Russell Mask
chart a path for churches and missionaries to pursue, a path that minimizes the risks of harm, relies on local
resources, and enables missionaries and churches to minister in powerful ways to the spiritual and economic
needs of some of the poorest people on the planet.

The insights of microfinance can play a tremendous role in helping to stabilize poor households, removing
them from the brink of disaster and enabling them to make the changes that are conducive to long-term
progress. Moreover, when combined with evangelism and discipleship, a church-centered microfinance
program can be a powerful tool for holistic ministry—one that is empowering for the poor and devoid of the
dependencies plaguing most relationships between churches in economically advanced countries and
churches in poor nations.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide From Dependence to Dignity: How to
Alleviate Poverty through Church-Centered Microfinance will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open
or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suited book with you?

Marlene Turner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This From Dependence to Dignity: How to
Alleviate Poverty through Church-Centered Microfinance is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Samuel Brooks:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the From Dependence to Dignity: How to
Alleviate Poverty through Church-Centered Microfinance is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Travis Davis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually From Dependence to Dignity: How to Alleviate Poverty through
Church-Centered Microfinance why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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