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In October 1827, nine convicts who had endured years of unimaginable cruelty at the hands of the system
opted for "state-assisted" escape. Five terrified witnesses—their hands and feet bound—were forced to
watch as the chained convicts seized Constable George Rex and drowned him in the tannin-stained waters of
the harbour. When the sentence of death was pronounced upon them, the condemned prisoners uttered just
one word in reply: Amen.

For 12 long years between 1822 and 1834, Sarah Island in Macquarie Harbour was the most feared place in
Australia. Clinging to the shores of the wild west coast of Tasmania and hemmed in on all sides by rugged
uncharted wilderness, the environment itself formed the prison walls that confined the unfortunate convict
re-offenders who were sent there. But the conditions were so brutal that many went mad, or chose death or a
very uncertain escape into the bush rather than spend their time in this notorious place. Based on detailed
accounts from the time, Closing Hell's Gates contains dozens of personal stories of the harsh and unforgiving
life that people were forced to lead, both as convict and overseer, and in so doing reveals some startling
insights about human nature when it is pushed to extremes.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Closing Hell's Gates: The Life and Death
of a Convict Station to read.

Nannie Hernandez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Closing Hell's Gates:
The Life and Death of a Convict Station is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nathaniel Marvel:

This book untitled Closing Hell's Gates: The Life and Death of a Convict Station to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Kenneth Copeland:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Closing Hell's Gates: The Life and Death of a Convict
Station why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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