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Foregrounding critical questions about the tension between the study of drama as literature versus the study
of performance, Melinda Powers investigates the methodological problems that arise in some of the latest
research on ancient Greek theatre. She examines key issues and debates about the fifth-century theatrical
space, audience, chorus, performance style, costuming, properties, gesture, and mask, but instead of
presenting a new argument on these topics, Powers aims to understand her subject better by exploring the
shared historical problems that all scholars confront as they interpret and explain Athenian tragedy.

A case study of Euripides’s Bacchae, which provides more information about performance than any other
extant tragedy, demonstrates possible methods for reconstructing the play’s historical performance and also
the inevitable challenges inherent in that task, from the limited sources and the difficulty of interpreting
visual material, to the risks of conflating actor with character and extrapolating backward from contemporary
theatrical experience.

As an inquiry into the study of theatre and performance, an introduction to historical writing, a reference for
further reading, and a clarification of several general misconceptions about Athenian tragedy and its
performance, this historiographical analysis will be useful to specialists, practitioners, and students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Royce Axtell:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Athenian Tragedy in
Performance: A Guide to Contemporary Studies and Historical Debates (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture)
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Bradley Harshbarger:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Athenian Tragedy in Performance: A Guide to Contemporary Studies and Historical Debates (Studies
Theatre Hist & Culture), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Jeffrey Garner:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Athenian Tragedy in Performance: A Guide to Contemporary Studies and Historical Debates (Studies
Theatre Hist & Culture) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Claudette Everett:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Athenian Tragedy in
Performance: A Guide to Contemporary Studies and Historical Debates (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture)
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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