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Finding ways to understand the nature of social change and social order-from political movements to market
meltdowns-is one of the enduring problems of social science. A Theory of Fields draws together far-ranging
insights from social movement theory, organizational theory, and economic and political sociology to
construct a general theory of social organization and strategic action.

In a work of remarkable synthesis, imagination, and analysis, Neil Fligstein and Doug McAdam propose that
social change and social order can be understood through what they call strategic action fields. They posit
that these fields are the general building blocks of political and economic life, civil society, and the state, and
the fundamental form of order in our world today. Similar to Russian dolls, they are nested and connected in
a broader environment of almost countless proximate and overlapping fields. Fields are mutually dependent;
change in one often triggers change in another. At the core of the theory is an account of how social actors
fashion and maintain order in a given field. This sociological theory of action, what they call "social skill,"
helps explain what individuals do in strategic action fields to gain cooperation or engage in competition.

To demonstrate the breadth of the theory, Fligstein and McAdam make its abstract principles concrete
through extended case studies of the Civil Rights Movement and the rise and fall of the market for mortgages
in the U.S. since the 1960s. The book also provides a "how-to" guide to help others implement the approach
and discusses methodological issues.

With a bold new approach, A Theory of Fields offers both a rigorous and practically applicable way of
thinking through and making sense of social order and change-and how one emerges from the other-in
modern, complex societies.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication A Theory of Fields will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Stanley Kamp:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Theory of Fields
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Louise Hacker:

This A Theory of Fields usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this A Theory of Fields can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A Theory of Fields giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Sally Kim:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Theory of Fields reserve written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty A Theory of Fields as good book not merely by the cover but also through
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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