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A History of Preachingbrings together narrative history and primary sources to provide the most
comprehensive guide available to the story of the church's ministry of proclamation.

Bringing together an impressive array of familiar and lesser-known figures, Edwards paints a detailed,
compelling picture of what it has meant to preach the gospel. Pastors, scholars, and students of homiletics
will find here many opportunities to enrich their understanding and practice of preaching.

Volume 1, appearing in the print edition, contains Edwards's magisterial retelling of the story of Christian
preaching's development from its Hellenistic and Jewish roots in the New Testament, through the late-
twentieth century's discontent with outdated forms and emphasis on new modes of preaching such as
narrative. Along the way the author introduces us to the complexities and contributions of preachers, both
with whom we are already acquainted, and to whom we will be introduced here for the first time. Origen,
Chrysostom, Augustine, Bernard, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Edwards, Rauschenbusch, Barth; all of
their distinctive contributions receive careful attention. Yet lesser-known figures and developments also
appear, from the ninth-century reform of preaching championed by Hrabanus Maurus, to the reference books
developed in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries by the mendicant orders to assist their members'
preaching, to Howell Harris and Daniel Rowlands, preachers of the eighteenth-century Welsh revival, to
Helen Kenyon, speaking as a layperson at the 1950 Yale Beecher lectures about the view of preaching from
the pew.

Volume 2, contained on the enclosed CD-ROM, contains primary source material on preaching drawn from
the entire scope of the church's twenty centuries. The author has written an introduction to each selection,
placing it in its historical context and pointing to its particular contribution. Each chapter in Volume 2 is
geared to its companion chapter in Volume 1's narrative history.

Ecumenical in scope, fair-minded in presentation, appreciative of the contributions that all the branches of
the church have made to the story of what it means to develop, deliver, and listen to a sermon, A History of
Preachingwill be the definitive resource for anyone who wishes to preach or to understand preaching's role
in living out the gospel.

"...'This work is expected to be the standard text on preaching for the next 30 years,' says Ann K. Riggs, who
staffs the NCC's Faith and Order Commission. Author Edwards, former professor of preaching at Seabury-
Western Theological Seminary, is co-moderator of the commission, which studies church-uniting and
church-dividing issues.



'A History of Preaching is ecumenical in scope and will be relevant in all our churches; we all participate in
this field,' says Riggs...." from EcuLink, Number 65, Winter 2004-2005 published by the National Council of
Churches
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From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

The book A History of Preaching can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book A History of Preaching? Some of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A History of Preaching has simple shape but
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jean Cunningham:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due
to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific A History of Preaching to read.

Gary Williams:

The feeling that you get from A History of Preaching is a more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but A History of Preaching giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this A History of Preaching instantly.

Mary Adamczyk:

This A History of Preaching is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A History of Preaching in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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