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Robert Darnton introduces us to the shadowy world of pirate publishers, garret scribblers, under-the-cloak
book peddlers, smugglers, and police spies that composed the literary underground of the Enlightenment.

Here are the ambitious writers who crowded into Paris seeking fame and fortune within the Republic of
Letters, but who instead sank into the miserable world of Grub Street-victims of a closed world of protection
and privilege. Venting their frustrations in an illicit literature of vitriolic pamphlets, libelles, and chroniques
scandaleuses, these "Rousseaus of the gutter" desecrated everything sacred in the social order of the Old
Regime. Here too are the workers who printed their writings and the clandestine booksellers who distributed
them.

While censorship, a monopolistic guild, and the police contained the visible publishing industry within the
limits of official orthodoxies, a prolific literary underworld disseminated a vast illegal literature that
conveyed a seditious ideology to readers everywhere in France. Covering their traces in order to survive, the
creators of this eighteenth-century counterculture have virtually disappeared from history. By drawing on an
ingenious selection of previously hidden sources, such as police ledgers and publishers' records, Robert
Darnton reveals for the first time the fascinating story of that forgotten underworld.

The activities of the underground bear on a broad range of issues in history and literature, and they directly
concern the problem of uncovering the ideological origins of the French Revolution. This engaging book
illuminates those issues and provides a fresh view of publishing history that will inform and delight the
general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Literary Underground of the Old Regime. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book The Literary Underground of the Old Regime. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Betty Lavery:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Literary Underground of
the Old Regime will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

William Copeland:

This The Literary Underground of the Old Regime book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific The Literary Underground of the Old Regime without we comprehend teach the one who looking at
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Literary Underground of the Old Regime
can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Literary Underground of the Old Regime having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Curt Stewart:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But
also they write about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Literary Underground of the Old Regime.
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