
River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of
Managing the Missouri River

John E. Thorson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0700606483
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0700606483
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0700606483


River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the
Missouri River

John E. Thorson

River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri River John E. Thorson
Snaking 2,540 miles from Montana to the Mississippi River, the Missouri is the longest waterway in the
nation. Its basin stretching 530,000 square miles extends broadly into ten states and twenty-five Indian
reservations. For millions of years the river and its tributaries meandered untamed. But that irrevocably
changed with the passage of the Pick-Sloan Plan, part of the Flood Control Act of 1944.

In River of Promise, River of Peril, John Thorson takes the first comprehensive look at how and why the
Missouri River basin-now with six major dams and hundreds of miles of navigation canals-has become one
of the most significantly altered drainage systems in the country. He also looks at the consequences.

The Pick-Sloan Plan, he argues, has not fared well over time, particularly in its failure to provide an effective
blueprint for regional river management. Persistent conflicts over the river, he contends, illuminate important
weaknesses of federalism in dealing with regional resources, the most glaring being the exclusion of any
proactive role for Indian tribal governments.

To support his argument, Thorson examines the physical, demographic, and political features of the river
basin; analyzes the comprehensive river development that gave birth to the Pick-Sloan Plan; reveals why the
original goals of the legislature were never achieved; explores the deep-seated and continuing tensions
between basin governments; and investigates how Indian tribes, the river's ecology, and federalism have
been damaged as the river has been developed. He also describes the various associations created and later
abandoned from the sixties to the eighties and assesses their virtues and limitations.

Thorson sees in the story of the Missouri River Basin the vertical and horizontal strains of federalism-the
states chafing against federally mandated and controlled projects exacerbated by the lack of constitutional
guidance for handling conflicts among neighboring states and with Indian nations. Not just bent on
spotlighting problems, Thorson also evaluates different approaches for improved river system management
and recommends a Missouri River management institution based on environmentally sensitive policies, a
strong state role, and full participation by the basin's tribal governments.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri
River. Try to stumble through book River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri
River as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Homer Anderson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics
of Managing the Missouri River, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Awilda Kell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri River provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.

Eva Lynch:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of River of Promise, River of Peril: The Politics
of Managing the Missouri River can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have River of Promise,
River of Peril: The Politics of Managing the Missouri River.
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