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The conflict between politics and antipolitics has replayed itself throughout Western history and
philosophical thought. Plato's quest for absolute certainty led him to denounce political democracy, an anti-
political position later challenged by Aristotle. This back-and-forth exchange came to a head at the time of
the American and French revolutions. Through this wide-ranging narrative, Dick Howard throws new light
on a recurring philosophical dilemma, proving our political problems are not as unique as we think.

Howard begins with democracy in ancient Greece and the rise and fall of republican politics in Rome. In the
wake of Rome's collapse, political thought searched for a new medium, and the conflict between politics and
antipolitics reemerged through the contrasting theories of Saint Augustine and Saint Thomas. During the
Renaissance and the Reformation, the emergence of the modern individual again shifted the terrain. Even so,
politics vs. antipolitics dominated the period, frustrating even Machiavelli, who sought to reconceptualize the
nature of political thought. Hobbes and Locke, theorists of the social contract, then reenacted the conflict,
which Rousseau sought (in vain) to overcome. Adam Smith and the growth of modern economic liberalism,
the radicalism of the French revolution, and the conservative reaction of Edmund Burke subsequently
marked the triumph of antipolitics, and the American Revolution may have offered the potential groundwork
for a renewal of politics. Taken together, these historical examples, viewed through the prism of philosophy,
reveal the roots of today's political climate and suggest the trajectory of the battles yet to come.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Ashman:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Primacy of the Political: A
History of Political Thought from the Greeks to the French and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in
Political Thought / Political History). All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Kim Marshall:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Primacy of the Political: A History of
Political Thought from the Greeks to the French and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political
Thought / Political History) as your daily resource information.

Rhonda Hoffman:

This The Primacy of the Political: A History of Political Thought from the Greeks to the French and
American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Primacy of the Political: A History of Political Thought from the Greeks to
the French and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Ronnie Johnson:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Primacy of the



Political: A History of Political Thought from the Greeks to the French and American Revolutions
(Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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