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Performance accountability has been the dominant trend in education policy reform since the 1970s. State
and federal policies set standards for what students should learn; require students to take "high-stakes" tests
to measure what they have learned; and then hold students, schools, and school districts accountable for their
performance. The goal of these policies is to push public school districts to ensure that all students reach a
common threshold of knowledge and skills.

High-Stakes Reform analyzes the political processes and historical context that led to the enactment of state-
level education accountability policies across the country. It also situates the education accountability
movement in the broader context of public administration research, emphasizing the relationships among
equity, accountability, and intergovernmental relations. The book then focuses on three in-depth case studies
of policy development in Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Connecticut. Kathryn McDermott zeroes in on the
most controversial and politically charged forms of state performance accountability sanctions, including
graduation tests, direct state intervention in or closing of schools, and state takeovers of school districts.

Public debate casts performance accountability as either a cure for the problems of US public education or a
destructive mistake. Kathryn McDermott expertly navigates both sides of the debate detailing why particular
policies became popular, how the assumptions behind the policies influenced the forms they took, and what
practitioners and scholars can learn from the successes and failures of education accountability policies.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin White:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve High-Stakes Reform: The Politics of
Educational Accountability (Public Management and Change) will make you to become smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or
reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or suited book with you?

Ben Hernandez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline High-Stakes
Reform: The Politics of Educational Accountability (Public Management and Change) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled High-Stakes Reform: The
Politics of Educational Accountability (Public Management and Change)is the main of several books this
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Marvis Byrnes:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love High-Stakes Reform: The
Politics of Educational Accountability (Public Management and Change), you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Brenda Hedstrom:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book High-Stakes Reform: The Politics of Educational
Accountability (Public Management and Change) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book High-Stakes Reform: The Politics of Educational Accountability (Public Management
and Change) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try



to like reading which.
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