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This highly topical book is a concise and accessible account of the relationship between technology and
work. Firstly, it reviews and critically assesses a variety of recent approaches to the social and cultural
dimensions of technology. Secondly, it examines the implications of these new approaches for existing ideas
about the nature of technology and work organization.

At the core of much thinking about technology is the assumption that the technical character and capacity of
artefacts is given. The enduring image of deus ex machina captures the idea that it is the essential capacity
'within' a technology which, in the end, accounts for the way we organize ourselves, our work and other life
experiences. Recent work in the sociology of technology, by contrast, sets out relativist and constructivist
accounts of technology, which begin to challenge this central assumption.

The Machine at Work includes a reinterpretation of the Luddites; a review of the social processes of
development in information technology; a reassessment of theories of the role of technology in work; and an
analysis of the common limitations of some constructivist and feminist perspectives on technology. The book
argues that only a commitment to a particular conception of constructivism enables the kind of radical
rethinking about technology and work relations that is needed.

This engaging and informative text will be of interest to students in a range of subject areas - from sociology,
organizational theory and behaviour, to industrial relations, management and business studies.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a book. The book The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and Organization it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Frances Savage:

The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and Organization can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Machine at Work: Technology,
Work and Organization yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

James Garza:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Machine at Work: Technology,
Work and Organization reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Machine at Work:
Technology, Work and Organization as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is
one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Mary Fox:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and
Organization was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Machine at
Work: Technology, Work and Organization has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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