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In this sequel to the best-selling The American Reader, mother-and-son team Diane and Michael Ravitch
have gathered together the best and most memorable poems, essays, songs, and orations in English history,
capturing in one compact volume writings that have shaped not only England, but democratic culture around
the globe.
Here are words that changed the world, words that inspired revolutions as well as lovers, dreamers, and
singers, words that every educated person once knew--and should know today. Framed by two inspiring
speeches--Queen Elizabeth before the invasion of the Spanish Armada and Winston Churchill during the
dark days of World War II--the book features work by William Wordsworth and W.H. Auden, Thomas
Hobbes and John Stuart Mill, Mary Wollstonecraft and Virginia Woolf, Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear, and
many other extraordinary writers. Readers will find ardent love poems such as Marlowe's "The Passionate
Shepherd To His Love" and Shakespeare's "Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer's Day?" We also find more
philosophical works such as Yeat's "The Second Coming" and Matthew Arnold's "Dover Beach." There are
excerpts from Isaac Newton and Charles Darwin, Walter Pater and John Ruskin, Edmund Burke and Thomas
Carlyle, and other influential thinkers. In addition, the book includes song lyrics ranging from
"Greensleeves" to "Rule, Britannia," and works that, though not considered classics, were immensely
popular in their day and capture the spirit of an era, such as W.E. Henley's "Invictus" ("I am the master of my
fate: / I am the captain of my soul"). The editors also provide brief, fascinating biographies of each writer.
An exquisite gift, The English Reader offers the best of the best--the soaring language and seminal ideas that
fired the imagination of the English-speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The
English Reader: What Every Literate Person Needs to Know? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Robert Carlson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The English Reader: What
Every Literate Person Needs to Know is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Amber Tyson:

The English Reader: What Every Literate Person Needs to Know can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
The English Reader: What Every Literate Person Needs to Know yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Olivia Dickert:

You can get this The English Reader: What Every Literate Person Needs to Know by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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