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What is it about the music you love that makes you want to hear it again?

Why do we crave a "hook" that returns, again and again, within the same piece?

And how does a song end up getting stuck in your head?

Whether it's a motif repeated throughout a composition, a sample looped under an electronic dance beat, a
passage replayed incessantly by a musician in a practice room-or an "earworm" burrowing through your
mind like a broken record-repetition is nearly as integral to music as the notes themselves. Its centrality has
been acknowledged by everyone from evolutionary biologist W. Tecumseh Fitch, who has called it a "design
feature" of music, to the composer Arnold Schoenberg who admitted that "intelligibility in music seems to be
impossible without repetition." And yet, stunningly little is actually understood about repetition and its role
in music.

On Repeat offers the first in-depth inquiry into music's repetitive nature, focusing not on a particular style, or
body of work, but on repertoire from across time periods and cultures. Author Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis
draws on a diverse array of fields including music theory, psycholinguistics, neuroscience, and cognitive
psychology, to look head-on at the underlying perceptual mechanisms associated with repetition. Her work
sheds light on a range of issues from repetition's use as a compositional tool to its role in characterizing our
behavior as listeners, and then moves beyond music to consider related implications for repetition in
language, learning, and communication.

Written in engaging prose, and enlivening otherwise complex concepts for the specialist and non-specialist
alike, On Repeat will captivate scholars and students across numerous disciplines from music theory and
history, to psychology and neuroscience-and anyone fascinated by the puzzle of repetition in music.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind.

Gloria Eller:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this On Repeat: How
Music Plays the Mind, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Tommy Cowen:

The particular book On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Marie Slaughter:

This On Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind is great guide for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having On
Repeat: How Music Plays the Mind in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that?
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