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In this romp through the changing landscape of nineteenth- and twentieth-century American toys, games,
hobbies, and amusements, senior historian of technology Carroll Pursell poses a simple but interesting
question: What can we learn by studying the relationship between technology and play?

From Playgrounds to PlayStation explores how play reflects and drives the evolution of American culture.
Pursell engagingly examines the ways in which technology affects play and play shapes people. The objects
that children (and adults) play with and play on, along with their games and the hobbies they pursue, can
reinforce but also challenge gender roles and cultural norms. Inventors?who often talk about "playing" at
their work, as if motivated by the pure fun of invention?have used new materials and technologies to reshape
sports and gameplay, sometimes even crafting new, extreme forms of recreation, but always responding to
popular demand.

Drawing from a range of sources, including scholarly monographs, patent records, newspapers, and popular
and technical journals, the book covers numerous modes and sites of play. Pursell touches on the safety-
conscious playground reform movement, the dazzling mechanical innovations that gave rise to commercial
amusement parks, and the media’s colorful promotion of toys, pastimes, and sporting events. Along the way,
he shows readers how technology enables the forms, equipment, and devices of play to evolve constantly,
both reflecting consumer choices and driving innovators and manufacturers to promote toys that involve
entirely new kinds of play?from LEGOs and skateboards to beading kits and videogames.
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From reader reviews:

James Chavez:

Here thing why this kind of From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction
of Technology and Play giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no guide that similar with From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and
Play. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play in e-book can be your
choice.

Marcus Huskins:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Robert Lofton:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Nancy Herman:

You can get this From Playgrounds to PlayStation: The Interaction of Technology and Play by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and



searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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