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From the author of Becoming Mae West—an in-depth look at the Silver-Screen legend who forever
changed America’s idea of the leading man

Tango pirate, gigolo, powder puff, Adonis—all have been used to describe the silent-film icon known as
Rudolph Valentino. From his early days as a taxi dancer in New York City to his near apotheosis as the
ultimate Hollywood heartthrob, Rudolph Valentino (often to his distress) occupied a space squarely at the
center of controversy. In this thoughtful retelling of Valentino’s short and tragic life—the first fully
documented biography of the star—Emily W. Leider looks at the Great Lover’s life and legacy, and explores
the events and issues that made him emblematic of the Jazz Age. Valentino’s androgynous sexuality was a
lightning rod for fiery and contradictory impulses that ran the gamut from swooning adoration to lashing
resentment. He was reviled in the press for being too feminine for a man; yet he also brought to the screen
the alluring, savage lover who embodied women’s darker, forbidden sexual fantasies.

In tandem, Leider explores notions of the outsider in American culture as represented by Valentino’s
experience as an immigrant who became a celebrity. As the silver screen’s first dark-skinned romantic hero,
Valentino helped to redefine and broaden American masculine ideals, ultimately coming to represent a
graceful masculinity that trumped the deeply ingrained status quo of how a man could look and act.
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From reader reviews:

Rickie Miller:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph
Valentino to read.

Nicholas Riley:

The feeling that you get from Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph
Valentino instantly.

Megan Jordan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Dark Lover: The Life and Death of
Rudolph Valentino reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Dark Lover: The Life
and Death of Rudolph Valentino as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Bradford Bryant:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. With the book Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this



book Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino. You can more inviting than now.
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