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Afghanistan has been at the crossroads of many cultures and civilizations, occupying a unique place in the
cultural geography of Central Asia. Invading tribes and armies passed through ancient Afghanistan and left
their imprint on the culture, customs, and way of life there. In recent history, Afghanistan has been the focus
of international attention since the Soviet invasion and occupation of 1979-1989, the brutal civil war that
ensued, and the subsequent U.S. invasion to topple the Taliban regime. As the country struggles to stabilize
and rebuild, this volume is the first to reveal the people and ways of life that have been in flux for so long.

Emadi brings an insider's knowledge and authority to the accessible narrative. Students and general readers
will find a clear explanation of the land, people, economy, social stratification, and history as context for the
chapters that follow. In the chapter on Religion and Religious Thought, the predominant Islamic religion is
largely intertwined with political events that have brought Afghanistan such attention. The lesser-known
literature and the arts are brought to light next. A strong Architecture, Housing, and Settlements chapter
highlights many styles unfamiliar to most Westerners. Coverage of Afghan cooking and cuisine brings a
more intimate understanding of the culture. The chapter on Family, Women, and Gender will draw readers in
with its survey of how the family works, what is expected of women, and what courtship, marriage,
childrearing, and education are like today. A standout of the Festivals and Leisure Activities chapter is the
vivid rendering of the sport called Buzkashi, where men on horseback vie to move an animal carcass across a
field to a goal. A final chapter on Lifestyles, Media, and Education describes the urban vs. rural lifestyles,
the state of communications, and the prospects for schooling post Taliban. A country map, glossary, resource
guide, and photos complement the text.
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From reader reviews:

Sue Eldred:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Culture and Customs
of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mamie Salinas:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and
Customs of the World) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Katrice Fredericksen:

Here thing why this particular Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and
Customs of the World) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no guide that similar with Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of
the World). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the
World) in e-book can be your substitute.

Vincent Mickens:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Culture and Customs
of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the
World)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the



core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world with this book.
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