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It was all part of man's greatest adventure--landing men on the Moon and sending a rover to Mars, finally
seeing the edge of the universe and the birth of stars, and launching planetary explorers across the solar
system to Neptune and beyond.
        
The ancient dream of breaking gravity's hold and taking to space became a reality only because of the intense
cold-war rivalry between the superpowers, with towering geniuses like Wernher von Braun and Sergei
Korolyov shelving dreams of space travel and instead developing rockets for ballistic missiles and space
spectaculars. Now that Russian archives are open and thousands of formerly top-secret U.S. documents are
declassified, an often startling new picture of the space age emerges:

the frantic effort by the Soviet Union to beat the United States to the Moon was doomed from the beginning
by gross inefficiency and by infighting so treacherous that Winston Churchill likened it to "dogs fighting
under a carpet";

there was more than science behind the United States' suggestion that satellites be launched during the
International Geophysical Year, and in one crucial respect, Sputnik was a godsend to Washington;

the hundred-odd German V-2s that provided the vital start to the U.S. missile and space programs legally
belonged to the Soviet Union and were spirited to the United States in a derring-do operation worthy of a spy
thriller;

despite NASA's claim that it was a civilian agency, it had an intimate relationship with the military at the
outset and still does--a distinction the Soviet Union never pretended to make;

constant efforts to portray astronauts and cosmonauts as "Boy Scouts" were often contradicted by reality;

the Apollo missions to the Moon may have been an unexcelled political triumph and feat of exploration, but
they also created a headache for the space agency that lingers to this day.

        
This New Ocean is based on 175 interviews with Russian and American scientists and engineers; on
archival documents, including formerly top-secret National Intelligence Estimates and spy satellite pictures;
and on nearly three decades of reporting. The impressive result is this fascinating story--the first
comprehensive account--of the space age. Here are the strategists and war planners; engineers and scientists;
politicians and industrialists; astronauts and cosmonauts; science fiction writers and journalists; and plain,
ordinary, unabashed dreamers who wanted to transcend gravity's shackles for the ultimate ride. The story is
written from the perspective of a witness who was present at the beginning and who has seen the conclusion
of the first space age and the start of the second.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

The book This New Ocean: The Story of the First Space Age (Modern Library Paperbacks) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book This New Ocean: The Story of the First Space Age (Modern Library Paperbacks) to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book This New Ocean: The Story of
the First Space Age (Modern Library Paperbacks). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Kenneth Handy:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love This New Ocean: The Story of the First Space Age
(Modern Library Paperbacks), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Dione Wicker:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This This New Ocean: The Story
of the First Space Age (Modern Library Paperbacks) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Alisa Gordon:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve This New Ocean: The Story of the First Space Age (Modern Library
Paperbacks) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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