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European swordsmanship has produced a large number of written treatises and has been studied widely by
military historians and lay persons interested in the sword as a combat arm and instrument of social status.
Swords had a dual purpose: They were of military necessity used by knights on the field of battle, and of
social necessity carried by nobles to communicate rank and settle disputes of honor. The European
longsword was primarily a cut and thrust weapon that found use in both cavalry and foot soldiering. A good
sword could cut through armor, flesh, and bone, and would last for several subsequent battles without
breaking.

Due to its powerful image, the sword became a symbol of masculinity and strength. Noblemen started
wearing swords also when in civilian dress. In Renaissance Europe, and through the industrial and
technological revolution of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries when gunpowder weapons became more
reliable, the sword saw gradually less battlefield use and fencing for the purpose of dueling or sport gained in
popularity.

This book starts by discussing the role of the swordsmith and his understanding of sword dynamics for
battlefield use. It analyzes the physical training of the swordsman and the techniques he committed himself
to studying in order to defeat an enemy in battle, and the debate surrounding the "best" types of swords and
training techniques. Next the book examines the use of the sword in mass armies, primarily the Crusades. It
examines the saber and its use in nineteenth century infantry, cavalry, and naval warfare, followed by a
discussion of the social mores of the times and the reasons why the sword evolved into a dueling and sport
fencing weapon. The concluding remarks summarize the development of the sword from early medieval
times to modern day.

Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare is a book series that examines
the history of edged weapons in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Middle East and surrounding
areas before gunpowder increased the distance between combatants. The book series takes a critical look at
the relationship between the soldier, his weapon, and the social and political mores of the times. Each book
examines the historical background and metallurgic science of the knife, sword, or bayonet respectively, and
explores the handling characteristics and combat applications of each weapon. Save by purchasing the full
10-book series in a single paperback volume (538 pages). Look for Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World
History of Edged Weapon Warfare (the full series).

The full series comprises the following books, which can be read in any order:

1. Kukris and Gurkhas: Nepalese Kukri Combat Knives and the Men Who Wield Them
2. Machete, Kris, and Throwing Iron: Edged Weapons of Latin America, Indonesia, and Africa
3. Cold Steel: The Knife in Army, Navy, and Special Forces Operations
4. Japanese Swords: The Katana and Gunto in Medieval and Modern Japanese Warfare
5. Chinese Swords: The Evolution and Use of the Jian and Dao



6. Yatagan, Khanda, and Jamdhar: Swords and Sabers of Persia and India
7. Sickle Sword and Battle Axe: Edged Weapons of Ancient Egypt
8. Gladius and Spatha: Swords and Warfare in the Classical World
9. Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe
10. Pike, Halberd, and Bayonet: Sharp Weapons in Near Modern and Modern Warfare

Note that the books are written for those with an interest in exploring the historical beginnings of edged
weaponry, how edged weapons have been used in war in different parts of the world, and the value the
soldier attached to his weapon. Military, social, and political history is discussed. Arms collectors or others
with detailed interest in the finer points of weaponsmithing may want to look for books that are more heavily
illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval
and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Ramona Wegener:

This Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and
Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives,
Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) without we realize teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Longsword and Saber:
Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History
of Edged Weapon Warfare) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Longsword and Saber:
Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History
of Edged Weapon Warfare) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Joyce Burke:

Here thing why this particular Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern
Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval
and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare) giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Longsword and Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives,
Swords, and Bayonets: A World History of Edged Weapon Warfare). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Longsword and
Saber: Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World
History of Edged Weapon Warfare) in e-book can be your option.



Robert Vargas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Longsword and Saber:
Swords and Swordsmen of Medieval and Modern Europe (Knives, Swords, and Bayonets: A World History
of Edged Weapon Warfare).
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