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The popularity of the Harry Potter books among adults and the critical acclaim these young adult fantasies
have received may seem like a novel literary phenomenon. In the nineteenth century, however, readers
considered both Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn as works of literature equally for children and adults;
only later was the former relegated to the category of "boys' books" while the latter, even as it was
canonized, came frequently to be regarded as unsuitable for young readers. Adults -- women and men -- wept
over Little Women. And America's most prestigious literary journals regularly reviewed books written for
both children and their parents. This egalitarian approach to children's literature changed with the emergence
of literary studies as a scholarly discipline at the turn of the twentieth century. Academics considered
children's books an inferior literature and beneath serious consideration.

In Kiddie Lit, Beverly Lyon Clark explores the marginalization of children's literature in America -- and its
recent possible reintegration -- both within the academy and by the mainstream critical establishment.
Tracing the reception of works by Mark Twain, Louisa May Alcott, Lewis Carroll, Frances Hodgson
Burnett, L. Frank Baum, Walt Disney, and J. K. Rowling, Clark reveals fundamental shifts in the assessment
of the literary worth of books beloved by both children and adults, whether written for boys or girls. While
uncovering the institutional underpinnings of this transition, Clark also attributes it to changing American
attitudes toward childhood itself, a cultural resistance to the intrinsic value of childhood expressed through
sentimentality, condescension, and moralizing.

Clark's engaging and enlightening study of the critical disregard for children's books since the end of the
nineteenth century -- which draws on recent scholarship in gender, cultural, and literary studies -- offers
provocative new insights into the history of both children's literature and American literature in general, and
forcefully argues that the books our children read and love demand greater respect.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's
Literature in America to read.

Dorinda Kling:

This Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction
of Children's Literature in America can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Peggy Witzel:

The actual book Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Constance Music:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Kiddie Lit: The Cultural Construction of
Children's Literature in America publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Kiddie Lit:
The Cultural Construction of Children's Literature in America as good book not just by the cover but also
with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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