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Los Angeles is the epicenter of the American gang problem. Rituals and customs from Los Angeles’ eastside
gangs, including hand signals, graffiti, and clothing styles, have spread to small towns and big cities alike.
Many see the problem with gangs as related to urban marginality—for a Latino immigrant population
struggling with poverty and social integration, gangs offer a close-knit community. Yet, as Edward Orozco
Flores argues in God’s Gangs, gang members can be successfully redirected out of gangs through efforts that
change the context in which they find themselves, as well as their notions of what it means to be a man.  
 
Flores here illuminates how Latino men recover from gang life through involvement in urban, faith-based
organizations. Drawing on participant observation and interviews with Homeboy Industries, a Jesuit-founded
non-profit that is one of the largest gang intervention programs in the country, and with Victory Outreach, a
Pentecostal ministry with over 600 chapters, Flores demonstrates that organizations such as these facilitate
recovery from gang life by enabling gang members to reinvent themselves as family men and as members of
their community. 
 
The book offers a window into the process of redefining masculinity. As Flores convincingly shows, gang
members are not trapped in a cycle of poverty and marginality. With the help of urban ministries, such men
construct a reformed barrio masculinity to distance themselves from gang life.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled God's Gangs: Barrio Ministry, Masculinity, and Gang Recovery. Try
to face the book God's Gangs: Barrio Ministry, Masculinity, and Gang Recovery as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Terry Grissom:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that God's Gangs: Barrio Ministry,
Masculinity, and Gang Recovery book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Marcus Casale:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this God's Gangs:
Barrio Ministry, Masculinity, and Gang Recovery, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Judith Roemer:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the God's Gangs: Barrio Ministry, Masculinity, and Gang Recovery



when you necessary it?
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