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In his novel Miriam Coffin, or The Whale-Fishermen (1834), Joseph C. Hart proclaimed that his characters
were "a bold and hardy race of men," who deserved the "expressive title of American Whale-Fishermen."
Hart was not the only American author to applaud these physical laborers as the embodiment of national
manhood. Heroic portraits of whalers first appeared in American literature during the 1780s, and they
proliferated across time. Writers as various as Lydia Howard Huntley Sigourney, Frederick Douglass, and
Walt Whitman celebrated the talents of the seafarers who transformed the New England whale fishery into a
globally dominant industry. But these images did not go unchallenged. Alternative visions?some of which
undermined the iconic status of the trade and its workers?began to proliferate. Even so, these depictions did
very little to dismantle the notion that whaling men were prime exemplars of a proud American work ethic.

To explain why this industry had such a widespread and enduring impact on American literature, Jennifer
Schell juxtaposes and analyzes a wide array of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century whaling narratives.
Drawing on various studies of masculinity, labor history, and transnationalism, Schell shows how this
particular type of maritime work, and the traits and values associated with it, helped to shape the American
literary, cultural, and historical imagination. In the process, she reveals the diverse, flexible, and often
contradictory meanings of gender, class, and nation in nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Laurel Ramer:

Often the book "A Bold and Hardy Race of Men": The Lives and Literature of American Whalemen will
bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book "A Bold and
Hardy Race of Men": The Lives and Literature of American Whalemen is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Paula Shepard:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this "A
Bold and Hardy Race of Men": The Lives and Literature of American Whalemen.

Cheryl Lopez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be "A Bold and Hardy Race of Men": The Lives and Literature of
American Whalemen why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Amy Terrell:

Beside this kind of "A Bold and Hardy Race of Men": The Lives and Literature of American Whalemen in
your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have "A Bold and Hardy Race of Men": The Lives and
Literature of American Whalemen because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
often have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!
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