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With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a rational, balanced history of
300 years of horror concentrated primarily in Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th century through the
18th century, the witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; never before have so
many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins examines how the meaning of "witch"
has evolved and exposes the true nature of witchcraft—a topic widely discussed in popular culture, though
remarkably misunderstood.

First published in 1959, Robbins' encyclopedia remains the most authoritative and comprehensive body of
information about witchcraft and demonology ever compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in
academic and popular reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about every
phase of this fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its last eruptions in the 18th
century. Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations from rare books, contemporary prints, and old
manuscripts, many of which have been published here for the first time.

Rossell Hope Robbins (1912-1990), an acknowledged authority on witchcraft, was one of the half-dozen
Americans ever elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He authored over a dozen books and
nearly 200 articles, including the definitive introduction to the catalogue of the Witchcraft Collection at
Cornell University Library in 1979. He was a Commonwealth Fellow, Canada Council Professor, and he
received grants from the Modern Language Association of America and from the American Council of
Learned Societies. He also served as Chairman of the Middle English Division of the MLA, President of the
Medieval Club of New York, research associate at Harvard and Columbia Universities. Robbins has lectured
extensively on medieval topics and witchcraft at universities throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The
Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Diana Ham:

Here thing why this The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Encyclopedia Of
Witchcraft & Demonology in e-book can be your choice.

Kyle Guthrie:

Beside this particular The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology in your phone, it can give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it
from right now!

David Swanson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft & Demonology
was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Encyclopedia Of Witchcraft &
Demonology has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like



reading this.
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