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Why are the French such an exceptional nation? Why do they think they are so exceptional? The French take
pride in the fact that their history and culture have decisively shaped the values and ideals of the modern
world. French ideas are no less distinct in their form: while French thought is abstract, stylish and often
opaque, it has always been bold and creative, and driven by the relentless pursuit of innovation.

In How the French Think, the internationally-renowned historian Sudhir Hazareesingh tells the epic and
tumultuous story of French intellectual thought from Descartes, Rousseau, and Auguste Comte to Sartre,
Claude Lévi-Strauss, and Derrida. He shows how French thinking has shaped fundamental Westerns ideas
about freedom, rationality, and justice, and how the French mind-set is intimately connected to their own
way of life—in particular to the French tendency towards individualism, their passion for nature, their
celebration of their historical heritage, and their fascination with death. Hazareesingh explores the French
veneration of dissent and skepticism, from Voltaire to the Dreyfus Affair and beyond; the obsession with the
protection of French language and culture; the rhetorical flair embodied by the philosophes, which today’s
intellectuals still try to recapture; the astonishing influence of French postmodern thinkers, including
Foucault and Barthes, on postwar American education and life, and also the growing French anxiety about a
globalized world order under American hegemony.

How the French Think sweeps aside generalizations and easy stereotypes to offer an incisive and revealing
exploration of the French intellectual tradition. Steeped in a colorful range of sources, and written with
warmth and humor, this book will appeal to all lovers of France and of European culture.
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From reader reviews:

William McNally:

Exactly why? Because this How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Louis Hartford:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Paula Adame:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular How the French Think: An Affectionate
Portrait of an Intellectual People can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People.

Laura Burnham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra How the French
Think: An Affectionate Portrait of an Intellectual People.
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