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From Andy Warhol's Brillo boxes to provocative dung-splattered madonnas, in today's art world many
strange, even shocking, things are put on display. This often leads exasperated viewers to exclaim--is this
really art?

In this invaluable primer on aesthetics, Freeland explains why innovation and controversy are so highly
valued in art, weaving together philosophy and art theory with many engrossing examples. Writing clearly
and perceptively, she explores the cultural meanings of art in different contexts, and highlights the
continuities of tradition that stretch from modern, often sensational, works back to the ancient halls of the
Parthenon, to the medieval cathedral of Chartres, and to African nkisi nkondi fetish statues. She explores the
difficulties of interpretation, examines recent scientific research into the ways the brain perceives art, and
looks to the still-emerging worlds of art on the web, video art, art museum CD-ROMS, and much more. In
addition, Freeland guides us through the various theorists of art, from Aristotle and Kant to Baudrillard.
Lastly, throughout this nuanced account of theories, artists, and works, Freeland provides us with a rich
understanding of how cultural significance is captured in a physical medium, and why challenging our
perceptions is, and always has been, central to the whole endeavor.

It is instructive to recall that Henri Matisse himself was originally derided as a "wild beast." To horrified
critics, his bold colors and distorted forms were outrageous. A century later, what was once shocking is now
considered beautiful. And that, writes Freeland, is art.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory.

James Bergeron:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art
Theory will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Susan Rogers:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of But Is It Art?: An
Introduction to Art Theory content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking But Is It
Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

John Damm:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory. You
can more attractive than now.
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