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Why do aircraft fly? How do their wings support them? In the early years of aviation, there was an intense
dispute between British and German experts over the question of why and how an aircraft wing provides lift.
The British, under the leadership of the great Cambridge mathematical physicist Lord Rayleigh, produced
highly elaborate investigations of the nature of discontinuous flow, while the Germans, following Ludwig
Prandtl in Göttingen, relied on the tradition called “technical mechanics” to explain the flow of air around a
wing. Much of the basis of modern aerodynamics emerged from this remarkable episode, yet it has never
been subject to a detailed historical and sociological analysis.
           
In The Enigma of the Aerofoil, David Bloor probes a neglected aspect of this important period in the history
of aviation. Bloor draws upon papers by the participants—their restricted technical reports, meeting minutes,
and personal correspondence, much of which has never before been published—and reveals the impact that
the divergent mathematical traditions of Cambridge and Göttingen had on this great debate. Bloor also
addresses why the British, even after discovering the failings of their own theory, remained resistant to the
German circulation theory for more than a decade. The result is essential reading for anyone studying the
history, philosophy, or sociology of science or technology—and for all those intrigued by flight.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Typically the book The Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930 will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Enigma of
the Aerofoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930 is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Bobby Griffin:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930.

Penny Stout:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930
this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Alberto Alvarez:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930 we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book The Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theories in Aerodynamics, 1909-1930. You can more
attractive than now.
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