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Originally serialized in 1915 in The Forerunner, and never before published in book form, The Dress of
Women presents Gilman's feminist sociological analysis of clothing in modern society. Gilman explores the
social and functional basis for clothing, excavates the symbolic role of women's clothing in patriarchal
societies, and, among other things, explicates the aesthetic and economic principles of socially responsible
clothing design. The introduction, by Hill and Deegan, situates The Dress of Women within Gilman's
intellectual work as a sociologist, and relates her sociological ideas to the themes she developed in some of
her other works.

Although written in 1915, Gilman's treatment of clothing and dress remains relevant. This pioneering effort
adds substantially to Gilman's reputation as a sociological theorist and feminist. In addition, it represents one
of the earliest full-length specifically sociological analyses of clothing and the fashion industry. Ultimately,
the author concludes that harmful and degrading aspects of women's dress are amenable to reform if men and
women will work together rationally to change the controlling institutional patterns of the society in which
they live. This groundbreaking work will appeal to those interested in Gilman, feminist theory, sociological
theory, social psychology, women's literature, and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Burnett:

The book The Dress of Women: A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book The Dress of Women: A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing
to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The
Dress of Women: A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
guide?

George Hale:

The actual book The Dress of Women: A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Dress of
Women: A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Wayne McKnight:

Exactly why? Because this The Dress of Women: A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism and Sociology of
Clothing is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Rochelle Barrick:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Dress of Women: A Critical Introduction to
the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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