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The Republic F-105 was the fastest and most successful Cold War strike fighter. Designed to deliver nuclear
weapons at low altitude and then fight its way back to base it was the primary weapon in the USAF's world-
wide tactical strike arsenal in the early 1960s. Thunderchief pilots in Europe, the Far East and the USA stood
on short-notice alert, ready to take on formidable defences in their supersonic attacks on pre-planned
Communist bloc targets. However, the F-105 achieved legendary status in a very different conflict.

When direct American involvement in Vietnam began in 1964 F-105s were deployed to the area, initially as
a deterrent but increasingly as conventional attack fighters against insurgency in Laos and Vietnam. As the
pace of war increased and bombing of North Vietnam began in 1965 the Thunderchief was the most
important weapon in attacks against the most heavily defended territory in modern history. Two wings of F-
105s, manned by pilots whose experience often included combat in WWII and Korea, performed truly heroic
deeds in an environment where the political and tactical odds were usually stacked against them. Flying long
distances from their bases in Thailand the fighters maintained daily attacks on military, transport and
industrial targets, braving deadly Soviet anti-aircraft missiles and flak 'thick enough to walk on' (in the words
of one pilot). Additionally, they shot down at least 27 North Vietnamese MiG fighters in eighteen months,
more than half the total scored by the official F-4 Phantom II anti-MiG escorts in that period. However, the
cost was unacceptably high: 330 out of a total production of 753 F-105Ds and two-seat F-105Fs were lost in
combat, curtailing the type's front-line service. The two-seat F-105F, initially produced as a trainer, became a
vital pioneer in the field of electronic warfare. Specially-equipped examples used new technology to detect
and defeat Soviet radar guided missiles and anti-aircraft guns introducing revolutionary tactics in SEAD
(suppression of enemy air defences) which are still in use today. They provided essential support to the
Linebacker operations that ended the war in 1972 and continued in service after the surviving single-seat F-
105s had been relegated to reserve duties.

Historically and technically the F-105 epitomises the 'faster and higher' design philosophy of 1950s aircraft
technology. Its designer, Alexander Kartveli, was responsible for the WW II P-47 Thunderbolt and a series
of F-84 fighter designs that gave the USAF its first credible jet striker for the Korean War and the basis of its
tactical nuclear strike capability in the 1950s. The F-105 marked the climax of this design process, creating a
fighter which could out-run any MiG at low altitude and project US air power at long range in ways that
defeated the most sophisticated air defences.
Visually, the F-105 was an impressively large and dramatic-looking fighter. In combat service it acquired a
wide range of colour schemes (including that of the Thunderbirds aerobatic team) and wartime artwork that
lead to attractive illustrative material. Despite its undoubted importance, popularity and its legendary combat
record the type has attracted comparatively slight attention from publishers and nothing (at least, since the
1960s Profile Publications) that presents its full story in the compact but thorough form that an Air Vanguard
could offer to a wide range of enthusiasts and students.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Guzman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Republic F-105 Thunderchief (Air Vanguard) as the
daily resource information.

Elizabeth Cao:

The reserve with title Republic F-105 Thunderchief (Air Vanguard) includes a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Stephanie Gilley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Republic F-105 Thunderchief
(Air Vanguard) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick Republic F-105 Thunderchief (Air Vanguard) become your personal
starter.

Clark Palumbo:

This Republic F-105 Thunderchief (Air Vanguard) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Republic
F-105 Thunderchief (Air Vanguard) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?
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