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In January 2002, forty-six-year-old Christa Worthington was found stabbed to death in the kitchen of her
Truro, Cape Cod, cottage, her curly-haired toddler clutching her body. A former Vassar girl and scion of a
prominent local family, Christa had abandoned a glamorous career as a fashion writer for a simpler life on
the Cape, where she had an affair with a married fisherman and had his child. After her murder, evidence
pointed toward several local men who had known her.

Yet in 2005, investigators arrested Christopher McCowen, a thirty-four-year-old African-American garbage
collector with an IQ of 76. The local headlines screamed, “Black Trash Hauler Ruins Beautiful White
Family” and “Black Murderer Apprehended in Fashion Writer Slaying,” while the sole evidence against
McCowen was a DNA match showing that he’d had sex with Worthington prior to her murder. There were
no fingerprints, no witnesses, and although the state medical examiner acknowledged there was no evidence
of rape, the defendant was convicted after a five-week trial replete with conflicting testimony, accusations of
crime scene contamination, and police misconduct—and was condemned to three lifetime sentences in
prison with no parole.

Rarely has a homicide trial been refracted so clearly through the prism of those who engineered it, and in
Reasonable Doubt, bestselling author and biographer Peter Manso is determined to rectify what has become
one of the most grossly unjust verdicts in modern trial history. In his riveting new book he bares the anatomy
of a horrific murder—as well as the political corruption and racism that appear to be endemic in one of
America’s most privileged playgrounds, Cape Cod.

Exhaustively researched and vividly accessible, Reasonable Doubt is a no-holds-barred account of not only
Christa Worthington’s murder but also of a botched investigation and a trial that was rife with bias. Manso
dug deep into the case, and the results were explosive. The Cape DA indicted the author, threatening him
with fifty years in prison.

The trial and conviction of Christopher McCowen for rape and murder should worry American citizens, and
should prompt us to truly examine the lip service we pay to the presumption of innocence . . . and to
reasonable doubt. With this explosive and challenging book Manso does just that.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Johnson:

This Reasonable Doubt: The Fashion Writer, Cape Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Reasonable Doubt: The Fashion Writer, Cape
Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Reasonable Doubt: The Fashion Writer, Cape Cod, and the
Trial of Chris McCowen can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Reasonable Doubt: The
Fashion Writer, Cape Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen having great arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

John Bergeron:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Reasonable Doubt: The Fashion
Writer, Cape Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Billy Golden:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Reasonable Doubt:
The Fashion Writer, Cape Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

Eunice Holt:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Reasonable Doubt: The Fashion Writer, Cape Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen we can
take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with
this book Reasonable Doubt: The Fashion Writer, Cape Cod, and the Trial of Chris McCowen. You can



more pleasing than now.
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