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Tennessee Williams, born Thomas Lanier Williams, is not only known for being a "talented, perceptive and
influential American playwright" (Day 1987, vii), but also for his frequent use of symbols. "A Streetcar
Named Desire" (1947), the work which will be dealt with in this paper, is a good example for of usage, since
it contains a lot of different kinds of symbolism, for example concerning colours, names, music and many
more. Numerous works will be found, if anyone searches for essays about symbolism in Williams' works.
Moreover, it is common knowledge that Streetcar is a play which deals not only superficially with a woman
going insane, but a play which "bring[s] into violent contrast a neurotic woman's dream world and the
animalistic realism of her brother-in-law" (back of the book in the Diesterweg edition). But since there does
not seem to be any work which deals with the question of how exactly Williams drew this contrast by use of
symbolism, it will be my aim in this paper to analyse this question. Consequently, I will try to point out the
main symbols with which Williams underlined the contrast between realism and illusion, especially
considering names, colours, clothes, light, music and certain rituals of the main characters. In the second part
of this paper, I will deal with the question to what degree the main characters Stanley and Blanche are
strictly opposed to each other or may have something in common. I will also deal with the meaning of the
ending concerning realism and illusion. Therefore, what will be discussed are the most striking antinomies
and similes in the main characters' attitudes. A general conclusion about the topic of symbolism in Tennessee
Williams' Streetcar will be given in the end. To introduce the reader to the topic an
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

The book Reality and Illusion in Tennessee Williams' a Streetcar Named Desire can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Reality and Illusion in Tennessee Williams' a Streetcar Named Desire? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Reality and Illusion in Tennessee Williams' a Streetcar
Named Desire has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look
the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Frank Ouellette:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Reality and Illusion in Tennessee Williams' a Streetcar
Named Desire as the daily resource information.

Keesha Marks:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Reality and Illusion in Tennessee Williams' a Streetcar Named
Desire can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Russell Pittman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Reality and Illusion in Tennessee
Williams' a Streetcar Named Desire or others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Reality and Illusion in Tennessee Williams' a Streetcar Named



Desire to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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