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From one of the most important army officers of his generation, a memoir of the revolution in warfare he
helped lead, in combat and in Washington

When John Nagl was an army tank commander in the first Gulf War of 1991, fresh out of West Point and
Oxford, he could already see that America’s military superiority meant that the age of conventional combat
was nearing an end. Nagl was an early convert to the view that America’s greatest future threats would come
from asymmetric warfare—guerrillas, terrorists, and insurgents. But that made him an outsider within the
army; and as if to double down on his dissidence, he scorned the conventional path to a general’s stars and
got the military to send him back to Oxford to study the history of counterinsurgency in earnest, searching
for guideposts for America. The result would become the bible of the counterinsurgency movement, a book
called Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife.

But it would take the events of 9/11 and the botched aftermath of the Iraq invasion to give counterinsurgency
urgent contemporary relevance. John Nagl’s ideas finally met their war. But even as his book began
ricocheting around the Pentagon, Nagl, now operations officer of a tank battalion of the 1st Infantry
Division, deployed to a particularly unsettled quadrant of Iraq. Here theory met practice, violently. No one
knew how messy even the most successful counterinsurgency campaign is better than Nagl, and his
experience in Anbar Province cemented his view. After a year’s hard fighting, Nagl was sent to the Pentagon
to work for Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, where he was tapped by General David Petraeus to
coauthor the new army and marine counterinsurgency field manual, rewriting core army doctrine in the
middle of two bloody land wars and helping the new ideas win acceptance in one of the planet’s most
conservative bureaucracies. That doctrine changed the course of two wars and the thinking of an army.

Nagl is not blind to the costs or consequences of counterinsurgency, a policy he compared to “eating soup
with a knife.” The men who died under his command in Iraq will haunt him to his grave. When it comes to
war, there are only bad choices; the question is only which ones are better and which worse. Nagl’s memoir
is a profound education in modern war—in theory, in practice, and in the often tortured relationship
between the two. It is essential reading for anyone who cares about the fate of America’s soldiers and
the purposes for which their lives are put at risk.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory
and Practice book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ella Cook:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Knife
Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice giving
you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Leona Hicks:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Anthony Rouse:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice when you essential it?
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