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This extraordinarily rich compendium of primary sources charts the significant, intertwining history of
African Americans and sport. "The Unlevel Playing Field" contains more than one hundred documents -
ranging chronologically from a challenge issued by prizefighter Tom Molineaux in the "London Times" in
1810, to a forward-looking interview with Harry Edwards in 2000. Introductions and head-notes provided by
David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller place each document in context, shaping an unrivaled narrative.
Readers will find dozens of accounts taken from newspapers (both black and white), periodicals, and
autobiographies, by literary and sports figures, activists, historians, and others. Frederick Douglass, W. E. B.
DuBois, Booker T. Washington, Marcus Garvey, James Weldon Johnson, Richard Wright, A. S. "Doc"
Young, Eldredge Cleaver, Nikki Giovanni, John Edgar Wideman, bell hooks, James Baldwin, Roy Wilkins,
Henry Louis Gates, and Gerald Early are included here. Tracing the participation of blacks in American sport
from the days of slavery, "The Unlevel Playing Field" touches on nearly every major sport and covers the
full sweep of America's past. The documents include discussions of the color line in organized baseball
during the Jim Crow era and athletics in the American army, as well as portraits of turn-of-the-century
figures, like the champion sprint cyclist Marshall "Major" Taylor and boxers George Dixon and Jack
Johnson. Other selections tackle the National Tennis Association championship, high school basketball, and
debates over participation of black athletes in the 1968 Olympics, and the place of African American women
in sport. Countless pioneering and modern-day African American athletes are spotlighted here, from Jackie
Robinson, Jesse Owens, Joe Louis, Muhammad Ali, and Althea Gibson, to Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods,
and Venus and Serena Williams. A thorough and informative bibliographical essay by Wiggins and Miller
concludes the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Primeaux:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the African American Experience in Sport (Sport and
Society) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Oliver:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the African
American Experience in Sport (Sport and Society) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brandon Adams:

You can find this The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the African American Experience in
Sport (Sport and Society) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Colleen Greenwood:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary
History of the African American Experience in Sport (Sport and Society) was colourful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the
African American Experience in Sport (Sport and Society) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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