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Recognizing the social meaning of food and meals in Greco-Roman culture and, in particular, the social
meaning of idol-food, is an integral part of understanding the impact of Paul’s instructions to the Christian
community at Corinth regarding the consumption of idol-food. Shared meals were a central feature of social
intercourse in Greco-Roman culture. Meals and food were markers of social status, and participation at meals
was the main means of establishing and maintaining social relations. Participation in public rites (and sharing
the meals which ensued) was a requirement of holding public office.

The social consequences of refusing to eat idol-food would be extreme. Christians might not attend
weddings, funerals, celebrations in honour of birthdays, or even formal banquets without encountering idol-
food. In this extended reading of 1 Corinthians 8:1-11:1, Paul’s response to the Corinthian Christians’ query
concerning food offered to idols, Gooch uses a social-historical approach, combining historical methods of
source, literary and redaction criticism, and newer applications of anthropological and sociological methods
to determine what idol-food was, and what it meant in that place at that time to eat or avoid it. In opposition
to a well-entrenched scholarly consensus, Gooch claims that although Paul had abandoned purity rules
concerning food, he would not abandon Judaism’s cultural and religious understanding concerning idol-food.

On the basis of his reconstruction of Paul’s letter in which he urged the Corinthian Christians to avoid any
food infected by non-Christian rites, Gooch argues that the Corinthians rejected Paul’s instructions to avoid
facing significant social liabilities.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Dangerous Food: 1 Corinthians 8-10 in Its Context (Studies in Christianity
and Judaism). Try to make the book Dangerous Food: 1 Corinthians 8-10 in Its Context (Studies in
Christianity and Judaism) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert McKay:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Dangerous Food: 1
Corinthians 8-10 in Its Context (Studies in Christianity and Judaism) book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Natalia Burton:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Dangerous Food: 1 Corinthians 8-10 in Its Context
(Studies in Christianity and Judaism) as the daily resource information.

John Hawkins:

You can find this Dangerous Food: 1 Corinthians 8-10 in Its Context (Studies in Christianity and Judaism)
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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