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This edition of Thierry Groensteen's The System of Comics makes available in English a groundbreaking
work on comics by one of the medium's foremost scholars. In this book, originally published in France in
1999, Groensteen explains clearly the subtle, complex workings of the medium and its unique way of
combining visual, verbal, spatial, and chronological expressions. The author explores the nineteenth-century
pioneer Rodolphe Töpffer, contemporary Japanese creators, George Herriman's Krazy Kat, and modern
American autobiographical comics.

The System of Comics uses examples from a wide variety of countries including the United States, England,
Japan, France, and Argentina. It describes and analyzes the properties and functions of speech and thought
balloons, panels, strips, and pages to examine methodically and insightfully the medium's fundamental
processes.

From this, Groensteen develops his own coherent, overarching theory of comics, a "system" that both builds
on existing studies of the "word and image" paradigm and adds innovative approaches of his own.
Examining both meaning and appreciation, the book provides a wealth of ideas that will challenge the way
scholars approach the study of comics. By emphasizing not simply "storytelling techniques" but also the
qualities of the printed page and the reader's engagement, the book's approach is broadly applicable to all
forms of interpreting this evolving art.

Thierry Groensteen is a comics scholar and translator in Brussels, Belgium. He is the author of La bande
dessinée: Une littérature graphique and La construction de la cage, among other books. Bart Beaty is
associate professor of communication and culture at the University of Calgary. Nick Nguyen is an archivist
at Library and Archives Canada, in Ottawa, Ontario.
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From reader reviews:

David Carson:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The System of Comics book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The System of Comics content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The System of Comics is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Walter Jones:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The System of Comics can be fine book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Douglas Holmes:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The System of Comics it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Martin Dowling:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The System of Comics your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
The System of Comics giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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