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After his 1728 Virginia-North Carolina boundary expedition, Virginia planter and politician William Byrd II
composed two very different accounts of his adventures. The Secret History of the Line was written for
private circulation, offering tales of scandalous behavior and political misconduct, peppered with rakish
humor and personal satire. The History of the Dividing Line, continually revised by Byrd for decades after
the expedition, was intended for the London literary market, though not published in his lifetime. Collating
all extant manuscripts, Kevin Joel Berland's landmark scholarly edition of these two histories provides wide-
ranging historical and cultural contexts for both, helping to recreate the social and intellectual ethos of Byrd
and his time.
Byrd enriched his narratives with material appropriated from earlier authors, many of whose works were in
his library--the most extensive in the American colonies. Berland identifies for the first time many of Byrd's
sources and raises the question: how reliable are histories that build silently upon antecedent texts and
present borrowed material as firsthand testimony? In his analysis, Berland demonstrates the need for a new
category to assess early modern history writing: the hybrid, accretional narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of
Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Michel Wilkerson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of
Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) as your daily resource information.

Jason Carr:

The e-book untitled The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd
II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Christopher Hendrick:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of Westover



(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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