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The New England village, with its white-painted, black-shuttered, classical-revival buildings surrounding a
tree-shaded green, is one of the enduring icons of the American historical imagination. Associated in the
popular mind with a time of strong community values, discipline, and economic stability, the village of New
England is for many the archetypal "city on a hill." Yet in The New England Village, Joseph S. Wood argues
that this village is a nineteenth-century place and its association with the colonial past a nineteenth-century
romantic invention.

New England colonists brought with them a cultural predisposition toward dispersed settlements within
agricultural spaces called "towns" and "villages." Rarely compact in form, these communities did, however,
encourage individual landholding. By the early nineteenth century, town centers, where meetinghouses
stood, began to develop into the center villages we recognize today. Just as rural New England began its
economic decline, romantics associated these proto-urban places with idealized colonial village communities
as the source of both village form and commercial success.

This provocative assessment of the New England village encourages critical thinking about landscape origins
and meanings ascribed to them by different people in different periods. We invent the past, Wood concludes,
in our own image -- as nineteenth-century villagers did quite literally and as suburban developers do today.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Griffin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The New England Village (Creating
the North American Landscape). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Hazel Polk:

Here thing why that The New England Village (Creating the North American Landscape) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The New England Village (Creating the North American
Landscape) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with The New England Village (Creating the North American Landscape). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of The New England Village (Creating the North American Landscape) in e-book can be
your alternative.

Wilfred Walker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The New
England Village (Creating the North American Landscape), you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

John Mendoza:

The e-book with title The New England Village (Creating the North American Landscape) has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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