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This is a bold and original original history of the novel from ancient Greece to the vibrant world of
contemporary fiction. In this wide-ranging survey, Thomas Pavel argues that the driving force behind the
novel's evolution has been a rivalry between stories that idealize human behavior and those that ridicule and
condemn it. Impelled by this conflict, the novel moved from depicting strong souls to sensitive hearts and,
finally, to enigmatic psyches. Pavel analyzes more than a hundred novels from Europe, North and South
America, Asia, and beyond, resulting in a provocative reinterpretation of its development.

According to Pavel, the earliest novels were implausible because their characters were either perfect or
villainous. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, novelists strove for greater credibility by describing
the inner lives of ideal characters in minute detail (as in Samuel Richardson's case), or by closely examining
the historical and social environment (as Walter Scott and Balzac did). Yet the earlier rivalry continued:
Henry Fielding held the line against idealism, defending the comic tradition with its flawed characters, while
Charlotte Brontë and George Eliot offered a rejoinder to social realism with their idealized vision of strong,
generous, and sensitive women. In the twentieth century, modernists like Proust and Joyce sought to move
beyond this conflict and capture the enigmatic workings of the psyche.

Pavel concludes his compelling account by showing how the old tensions persist even within today's
pluralism, as popular novels about heroes coexist with a wealth of other kinds of works, from satire to social
and psychological realism.
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Lives of
the Novel: A History suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled The Lives of the Novel: A Historyis the main of several books this everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Michelle Dewees:

You will get this The Lives of the Novel: A History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Betty Perez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Lives of the Novel: A History or
perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes The Lives of the Novel: A History to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Richard Diller:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
The Lives of the Novel: A History when you desired it?
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