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The studies collected in this volume, some of them rather difficult to access, date mostly from the last fifteen
years and focus primarily on Persian book painting of the 14th to the early 16th centuries. In this period, Iran
dominated the art of book painting in the Islamic world. The articles reprinted here examine various aspects
of this, the golden age of Persian painting. They range from the period of Mongol rule, when the impact of
Far Eastern themes and modes radically transformed the heritage bequeathed to Iran by Arab painting - a
textbook case of the clash of civilisations - to the dawn of the modern era and the swansong of the classical
style of Persian painting under the early Safavids. Yet other articles focus on the roots of book painting in the
themes and styles developed in painted ceramics, on medieval Qur'anic calligraphy, on bookbinding and on
the remarkably original variations played on the hitherto hackneyed theme of the figural frontispiece by Arab
painters. Two major leitmotifs are explored in this selection of essays. One is provided by the constantly
varying interpretations of the Shahnama ( The Book of Kings ), the Persian national epic, and especially the
tendency of painters to interpret this familiar text in terms of contemporary politics. The other is the interplay
of text and image, which highlights the tendency of painters to strike out on their own and to leave the literal
text progressively further behind while they develop plots and sub-plots of their own. These enquiries are set
within the context of a concerted effort to explore in detail how Persian painters achieved their most
spectacular visual effects. In its combination of general surveys and closely focused analyses of individual
manuscripts, this collection of articles will be of interest to specialists in book painting and in Islamic art as a
whole
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely Studies in the Islamic Arts of the Book.

Geraldine Matson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Studies in the Islamic Arts of
the Book, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Gregory Morrow:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to your
account is Studies in the Islamic Arts of the Book this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Mary Hubbard:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Studies in the Islamic Arts of the Book
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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