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What is the connection between the United States' imbalance of trade with Japan and the imbalance of
translation in the other direction? Between Western literary critics' estimates of Japanese fiction and
Japanese politicians' "America-bashing"? Between the portrayal of East-West relations in the film Merry
Christmas, Mr. Lawrence and the terms of the GATT trade agreements?

In this provocative study, Masao Miyoshi deliberately adopts an off-center perspective--one that restores the
historical asymmetry of encounters between Japan and the United States, from Commodore Perry to Douglas
MacArthur--to investigate the blindness that has characterized relations between the two cultures.

Both nations are blinkered by complementary forms of ethnocentricity. The United States--or, more broadly,
the Eurocentric West--believes its culture to be universal, while Japan believes its culture to be essentially
unique. Thus American critics read and judge Japanese literature by the standards of the Western novel;
Japanese politicians pay lip service to "free trade" while supporting protectionist policies at home and
abroad.

Miyoshi takes off from literature to range across culture, politics, and economics in his analysis of the
Japanese and their reflections in the West; the fiction of Tanizaki, Mishima, Oe; trade negotiations; Japan
bashing and America bashing; Emperor worship; Japanese feminist writing; the domination of transcribed
conversation as a literary form in contemporary Japan. In his confrontation with cultural critics, Miyoshi
does not spare "centrists" of either persuasion, nor those who refuse to recognize that "the literary and the
economical, the cultural and the industrial, are inseparable."

Yet contentious as this book can be, it ultimately holds out, by its example, hope for a criticism that can see
beyond the boundaries of national cultures--without substituting a historically false "universal" culture--and
that examines cultural convergences from a viewpoint that remains provocatively and fruitfully off center.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

The reason? Because this Off Center: Power and Culture Relations Between Japan and the United States
(Convergences: Inventories of the Present) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jack Young:

This Off Center: Power and Culture Relations Between Japan and the United States (Convergences:
Inventories of the Present) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Off Center: Power and Culture
Relations Between Japan and the United States (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Daniel Starkey:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Off Center: Power and Culture Relations Between Japan and the United States
(Convergences: Inventories of the Present) can make you feel more interested to read.

Debra Shortt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that



reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Off Center: Power
and Culture Relations Between Japan and the United States (Convergences: Inventories of the Present).
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