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The first volume of Hershel Parker's definitive biography of Herman Melville—a finalist for the 1997
Pulitzer Prize—closed on a mid-November day in 1851. In the dining room of the Little Red Inn in Lenox,
Massachusetts, Melville had just presented an inscribed copy of his new novel, Moby-Dick, to his intimate
friend, Nathaniel Hawthorne, the man to whom the work was dedicated. "Take it all in all," Parker
concluded, "this was the happiest day of Melville's life."

Herman Melville: A Biography, Volume 2, 1851-1891 chronicles Melville's life in rich detail, from this
ecstatic moment to his death, in obscurity, forty years later. Parker describes the malignity of reviewers and
sheer bad luck that doomed Moby-Dick to failure (and its author to prolonged indebtedness), the savage
reviews he received for his next book Pierre, and his inability to have the novel The Isle of the Cross—now
lost—published at all. Melville turned to magazine fiction, writing the now-classic "Bartleby" and "Benito
Cereno," and produced a final novel, The Confidence Man, a mordant satire of American optimism. Over his
last three decades, while working as a customs inspector in Manhattan, Melville painstakingly remade
himself as a poet, crafting the centennial epic Clarel, in which he sorted out his complex feelings for
Hawthorne, and the masterful story "Billy Budd," originally written as a prose headnote to an unfinished
poem.

Through prodigious archival research into hundreds of family letters and diary entries, newly discovered
newspaper articles, and marginalia from books that Melville owned, Parker vividly recreates the last four
decades of Melville's life, episode after episode unknown to previous biographers. The concluding volume of
Herman Melville: A Biography confirms Hershel Parker's position as the world's leading Melville scholar,
demonstrating his unrivaled biographical, literary, and historical imagination and providing a rich new
portrait of a great—and profoundly American—artist.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Brian Bauer:

The knowledge that you get from Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) is the more deep
you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Herman
Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891) instantly.

Denise Zimmerman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2,
1851-1891) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bryan Lopez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Herman Melville: A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-
1891) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Herman Melville:
A Biography (Volume 2, 1851-1891).
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