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Authoring the Past surveys medieval Catalan historiography, shedding light on the emergence and evolution
of historical writing and autobiography in the Middle Ages, on questions of authority and authorship, and on
the links between history and politics during the period. Jaume Aurell examines texts from the late twelfth to
the late fourteenth century—including the Latin Gesta comitum Barcinonensium and four texts in medieval
Catalan: James I’s Llibre dels fets, the Crònica of Bernat Desclot, the Crònica of Ramon Muntaner, and the
Crònica of Peter the Ceremonious—and outlines the different motivations for the writing of each. 

For Aurell, these chronicles are not mere archaeological artifacts but rather documents that speak to their
writers’ specific contemporary social and political purposes. He argues that these Catalonian counts and
Aragonese kings were attempting to use their role as authors to legitimize their monarchical status, their
growing political and economic power, and their aggressive expansionist policies in the Mediterranean. By
analyzing these texts alongside one another, Aurell demonstrates the shifting contexts in which chronicles
were conceived, written, and read throughout the Middle Ages.

The first study of its kind to make medieval Catalonian writings available to English-speaking audiences,
Authoring the Past will be of interest to scholars of history and comparative literature, students of Hispanic
and Romance medieval studies, and medievalists who study the chronicle tradition in other languages.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Silvey:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in
Medieval Catalonia.

Mildred Olsen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and
Politics in Medieval Catalonia giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Nicholas Sheen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Authoring the Past:
History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia become your starter.

Jesse Eriksen:

You can find this Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more



information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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