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In the last few years, the national press has lavished coverage on several major sex-related scandals: the
Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill hearings, the William Kennedy Smith rape trial, and the Mike Tyson case. With
each event came lurid stories pitting either a loose or virginal woman against an unwilling or monstrous man.
Such extreme coverage, argues Helen Benedict, perpetuates myths that are harmful to victims of these crimes
(and sometimes to the accused).
In Virgin or Vamp Benedict examines the press's treatment of four notorious sex crimes from the past
decade--the Rideout marital rape trial in Oregon, the Big Dan's pool table gang rape in Massachusetts, the
"Preppy Murder" in New York City, and the Central Park jogger case--and shows how victims are labelled
either as virgins or vamps, a practice she condemns as misleading and harmful. Benedict also looks at other
factors that perpetuate the misunderstanding of rape. For instance, she shows how the New York press
presented the Central Park jogger rape case as motivated by racism because of its unwillingness to consider
rape an issue of gender. She also addresses our inherent language bias, the press's tendency to use sexually
suggestive language to describe crime victims, and its preference for crimes against whites. In conclusion,
Benedict offers a number of solutions that will help reporters cover these increasingly common crimes
without further harming the victims, the defendants, or public understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Virgin or Vamp: How
the Press Covers Sex Crimes is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Kate Word:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Virgin or Vamp:
How the Press Covers Sex Crimes suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The book untitled Virgin or Vamp: How the Press Covers Sex Crimesis one of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world with this book.

Kelly McDowell:

The reserve with title Virgin or Vamp: How the Press Covers Sex Crimes contains a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Irving Tarkington:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Virgin or Vamp: How the Press Covers Sex Crimes was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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