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Over the centuries the starry night sky has inspired poets and scientists alike, and though the fruits of these
inspirations take very different forms, they often enrich each other. Acclaimed science writer David Levy,
the codiscoverer of Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9, has written this wonderful jewel of a book to celebrate the
complementary visions of human wonder and curiosity that are expressed in the separate disciplines of
poetry and astronomy.
Levy, known for his infectious enthusiasm, traces the works of the greatest poets-Shakespeare, Milton,
Keats, Shelley, and others-to show how they were influenced not only by the beauty of the heavens but by
their times, celestial events, and moreover by the discoveries of such great scientists as Copernicus, Galileo,
and Newton.
How strong is the connection between literature and science? Levy says, "To think that science and poetry
are two disciplines that are properly divorced from each other is to lose sight of what each is about and what
their common goal is. In their highest forms, both are avenues of inquiry into the human condition and its
relationship to the Universe. Knowing what that Universe is and how it is structured is fundamental to each."
The book culminates with Levy's eloquent reflections on the spectacular crash into the planet Jupiter of the
comet he discovered:
"It was the most conspicuous marking ever seen on another planet. By the end of impact week, Jupiter lay
bombarded with these dark clouds, markings that remained visible for almost a year. Thou too, O Comet
beautiful and fierce, Who drew the heart of this frail Universe Towards thine own; till, wrecked in that
convulsion, Alternating attraction and repulsion, Thine went astray and that was rent in twain; Oh, float into
our azure heaven again! - Percy Bysshe Shelley, Epipsychidion, 1821"
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Stewart:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read
the Sky will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Tyron Lenahan:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the
Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read the Sky is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Barbara Wheat:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read
the Sky can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Gary Askew:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Starry Night: Astronomers and Poets Read the Sky when you needed it?
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