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Perhaps no other critical label has been made to cover more ground than "irony," and in our time irony has
come to have so many meanings that by itself it means almost nothing. In this work, Wayne C. Booth cuts
through the resulting confusions by analyzing how we manage to share quite specific ironies—and why we
often fail when we try to do so. How does a reader or listener recognize the kind of statement which requires
him to reject its "clear" and "obvious" meaning? And how does any reader know where to stop, once he has
embarked on the hazardous and exhilarating path of rejecting "what the words say" and reconstructing "what
the author means"?

In the first and longer part of his work, Booth deals with the workings of what he calls "stable irony," irony
with a clear rhetorical intent. He then turns to intended instabilities—ironies that resist interpretation and
finally lead to the "infinite absolute negativities" that have obsessed criticism since the Romantic period.

Professor Booth is always ironically aware that no one can fathom the unfathomable. But by looking closely
at unstable ironists like Samuel Becket, he shows that at least some of our commonplaces about
meaninglessness require revision. Finally, he explores—with the help of Plato—the wry paradoxes that
threaten any uncompromising assertion that all assertion can be undermined by the spirit of irony.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) seemed to be
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship using the book A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books). You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Victor Kohlmeier:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix
Books) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you could pick A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) become your starter.

Jane Cuellar:

Beside that A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Donald Jackson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Rhetoric of Irony (Phoenix Books) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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