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In the first detailed study of papal penitentiary materials on marriage, renowned medieval historian Ludwig
Schmugge tells the exciting stories of seduced maidens, too-closely-related husbands and wives, and
thousands of couples who faced lawsuits?all of whom had transgressed marriage law on various grounds in
the Middle Ages. This work vividly describes many of the individual cases and offers new insight into the
social and legal pressures on marriage in the Middle Ages.

At a time when betrothal, marriage, and sexual morals were strictly subject to the church's law, petitions
from couples abounded. More than two hundred clerics of the penitentiary in the papal curia devoted their
time and attention to these petitions alone. With exceptional thoroughness, Schmugge sifted through the
thick volumes of registers in the Vatican Secret Archives for his research. Here he presents the exciting,
almost unbelievable, and often scandalous fates of these late medieval men and women, while highlighting
the important connection between the papal monarchy and the social history of the laity in the later Middle
Ages.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Ludwig Schmugge, the leading expert on the papal penitentiary and a professor of medieval history, is
president of the scientific committee of the German Historical Institute in Rome. Atria A. Larson received
her Ph.D. in medieval studies from the Catholic University of America in 2010 and spent the 2009-2010
academic year on a Fulbright grant in Munich, Germany.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK

"This is a fluent and elegant translation of a book originally published in German . . .It presents a new body
of evidence that has much to tell us about medieval marriage. It should inspire other scholars to carry out
similar studies for different European regions, following the author's excellent example in combining local
evidence with these Vatican sources." ?Renaissance Quarterly

"In a highly accessible style, Ludwig Schmugge renders comprehensible the canon law on marriage and its
related legal procedures. His study analyzes the "piteous, exciting, sometimes almost unbelievable, and
occasionally scandalous stories" of petitioners to the papal penitentiary . . . A smooth translation renders the
author's points clearly, and the attention to explanation makes the book accessible and enjoyable to those



without a strong background in canon law." ?Comitatus
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From reader reviews:

Martha Furman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Marriage on Trial: Late Medieval
German Couples at the Papal Court (Studies in medieval and early modern canon law, Vol. 10) that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said
as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Marriage on Trial: Late Medieval German Couples at the Papal Court (Studies in medieval and early modern
canon law, Vol. 10) become your own starter.

Rafael Rainey:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Marriage on Trial: Late Medieval German
Couples at the Papal Court (Studies in medieval and early modern canon law, Vol. 10). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Gayle Oconnell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Marriage on Trial: Late Medieval German
Couples at the Papal Court (Studies in medieval and early modern canon law, Vol. 10) or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Marriage on
Trial: Late Medieval German Couples at the Papal Court (Studies in medieval and early modern canon law,
Vol. 10) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mario Davis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along



with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Marriage on Trial: Late Medieval German Couples at the Papal Court
(Studies in medieval and early modern canon law, Vol. 10) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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